Information for prospective artists
The Chalk Gallery Concept
The Chalk Gallery is a collaborative project between
21 artists who work together to promote and sell
each other's work, run the venue and pay the bills.
We are an artist-run gallery, for professional Sussex
artists to showcase their work in a permanent space
in Lewes. The premises accommodates
approximately 70 works from twenty one committed
artists, in a friendly, relaxed but professionally
presented space.
As well as exhibiting at 4 North Street, Chalk aims to
promote the work and the artists in the wider
community of Lewes and East Sussex, organising
events, collaborating with local businesses and
mounting exhibitions in a variety of venues. Chalk
Gallery won “Small Business of the Year” in the
2015 Lewes District Business Awards.
Other shows have included “Chalk at the Towner”,
Eastbourne; stands at Brighton Art Fair and SeeArt
Fair/Tunbridge Wells International Art Fair. We
organise regular Private Views and Special Events and
take part in Lewes Artwave each year. The PR team
are active in securing high profile publicity for both
the gallery and the artists.
Artists pay £55 a month and commit themselves to a
minimum 6 months membership, regular attendance
at meetings and working in the gallery one day in
every three weeks.
Additionally everyone takes part in at least one
aspect of the business of running the project.
Here's how it works 1st Read the BASIC CRITERIA (see below)
If you are interested in applying to join, please email
your CV, Artist's Statement, and at least 6 clear JPEG
images of your work to
submissions.chalkgallery@outlook.com
Images must be no bigger than 1 MB each. Let us
know of any skills, including computer skills, you
might be able to bring to the organisation. Please
nominate works that you think would be appropriate
to display at Chalk. This is particularly important if
you work in a variety of media as you may be chosen
to show only one of your disciplines at the gallery.
For example if you work in both 2D and 3D we
would ask that you nominate only one of these
disciplines. We make a point of responding
very quickly to your submission. However, it
is not unknown for emails with multiple
attachments to go astray, so if you have had
no response from us within a week of
submission, please contact us again.
2nd The Chalk Artists then consider your work and
skills that you have to help with the running of the
gallery and how both would fit into the gallery.
If you are successful at this stage, you will be invited
to come and meet a few 'Chalkies' for an informal
interview. To give you some idea of what to expect,
the Recruitment Panel will usually consist of around
5 Chalk Artists and will take place in the gallery after
closing hours.

You will be asked to bring your portfolio of original
work, consisting of at least 6 recently completed,
well-presented pieces.
3rd Accepted artists will be invited to be on our
Waiting List until a space becomes vacant.
Basic criteria
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High quality, affordable contemporary art works –
2D and 3D incorporating a balance of style and
media, appropriate to the gallery.
All works should be original, by the ‘hand of the
artist’ – (reproduction prints are not acceptable,
except in the browsers).
Fee of £55 p.c.m. for wall/plinth display space, plus
browser space, to be paid by ‘standing order’
agreement.
The commission of 10–20% will be used for
promotional and marketing expenditure. This project
is non-profit making and artist led.
Registration fee of £100 – refundable with
termination of agreement with the gallery. The
contract initially will be for a minimum of 6 months
and thereafter valid until either party gives one
hang's notice (six weeks).
We only sell our own work. The 21 artists steward
the gallery in turn – one day in every 3 weeks.
There is a turnaround and rehanging of all the work
every 6 weeks. Featured artists will be every 3 weeks
with extra space and publicity.
Each artist will be responsible for insuring their own
work. Public Liability Insurance will be covered by the
gallery.
Input of skills – e.g. admin., public relations,
marketing/publicity, maintenance, human resources,
organisational, www creator and design, computer
literacy, general dog’s body etc etc. Each artist is
expected to play an active part in a “jobbing” team
and take a share in the work that is involved in
running an artist led co-operative gallery.
Applicants need to live within one hour maximum
travelling time of Lewes, as we have regular artists
meetings, delivering artwork, invigilating 1 day every
3 weeks etc to take into consideration.
Guest artists
We also offer opportunities to exhibit as a guest
artist, by invitation. This enables the guest artist to
exhibit at Chalk for six weeks, with a page on the
Chalk website, publicity in the newsletter, and to
benefit from Chalk Gallery's reputation and
advertising. For this a fixed fee is paid, and no
commission taken by the gallery from sales. No
involvement in running the gallery is required.
Applications are welcome
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